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Hillsborough County Economic Development Innovation Initiative Application 

Events and Industry Promotion Initiatives 
 

Business of Biotech 2021 

11. Brief description of the event: 

The Business of Biotech conference fosters a burgeoning biotech cluster in Tampa Bay by 

connecting capital, science, and talent.  Featured at the Moffitt Cancer Center, this free event 

helps link researchers and entrepreneurs to potential strategic alliances and investors and 

showcases Moffitt discoveries. It brings together biotech and medical device companies, 

entrepreneurs, venture capitalists, angel investors, researchers, and many others interested in 

biotechnology to create opportunities for collaboration. Since 2006, the conference has grown 

and become a signature event in Tampa Bay. 

The 2021 Business of Biotech Conference will be the 15th annual conference and is to be held March 

25th and 26th, 2021. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this will be the first virtual Business of Biotech 

Conference. The 2021 keynote speakers will be Patrick Hwu, M.D., the new president and CEO of Moffitt 

Cancer Center, and John Cleveland, Ph.D., the executive vice president and center director at Moffitt 

Cancer Center. The conference will offer four educational sessions, focusing on cell therapies and 

immunotherapies, Moffitt clinical research, artificial intelligence, data analysis and management, and 

Oncobay Clinical, Moffitt’s latest startup. Between keynote addresses and educational sessions, 

attendees will have the opportunity to view virtual tours, videos from sponsors, and more. There will 

also be ample time for networking between sessions, including partnering forums. Partnering forums 

help provide Moffitt faculty with opportunities to meet and discuss new, existing, and potential 

collaborations.  

Part B – Review Criteria 

Describe how the event/promotion meets and/or exceeds each of the applicable review 

criteria.   

1. Description:  Describe how the event (i) drives the growth of technology and 

innovation start-ups and small businesses in Hillsborough County; (ii) supports the 

purpose and meet the objectives of EDI2; and (iii) supports minorities, women and/or 

veterans with their entrepreneurial success: 

This event encourages attendees to network and collaborate by providing time within the 

schedule for entrepreneurs and investors, as well as service providers and researchers, to meet. 

Additionally, the conference is well-advertised and open to all, and is a community event that 

attracts local entrepreneurs of all kinds. Many female economic leaders from the Tampa Bay 
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area have attended the conference in previous years. Tonya Elmore, President and CEO of 

Tampa Bay Innovation Center; Linda Olson, President of WaVE; Carolyn Gosselin, Chief 

Marketing and Strategy Officer of Florida Chamber of Commerce; and Nancy Bryan, CEO of 

BioFlorida, were all present at the 2019 Economic Development Breakfast. Moreover, female 

and minority scientists and businesspeople often speak on panels during the conference’s 

educational sessions.  

2. Leveraging:  Describe how the project (i) leverages private sector dollars in terms of 

financing, expertise and networking; and (ii) demonstrates a collaborative and 

synergistic approach: 

With the help of these sponsors and support from Hillsborough County EDI2, this event is able 

to provide top-notch speakers who provide attendees with cutting-edge information regarding 

biotechnology, capital raising, and advances in healthcare. Panelists and speakers are generally 

from outside the Tampa Bay area and different bioscience companies, so the conference 

exposes them to the region and its resources.  During question and answer segments and 

breaks in the program, attendees are able to exchange ideas with speakers and experts.  

3. Performance Evaluation/Metrics:  Provide appropriate criteria and milestones for 

determining/measuring the success of the event.  Define relevant outcome indicators 

and targets during and after the event (such as number of event attendees, attendee 

profiles, media coverage, growth in participation over previous years, hotel nights, 

new startups formed): 

In 2006, the inaugural conference offered two educational sessions and served 250 attendees. 
Business of Biotech 2020 offered a keynote speaker, four sessions, and brought 378 attendees. 
The 2021 conference will present two keynote addresses, four educational sessions, and offer 
attendees time to network. Additionally, companies will meet with Moffitt researchers looking 
to commercialize their discoveries during partnering forums between sessions. The 2020 
conference attendees were from diverse backgrounds (5 affiliated with colleges/universities, 2 
science institutions, 35 biotech/pharma companies, and 18 economic development 
organizations).  
 
Media coverage has grown from a simple press release to radio interviews, numerous pre-event 
articles, and media presence at the event. Coverage for 2020’s event focused on increasing 
social media coverage. There were 71 posts that used the hashtag “#MoffittBOB”. The total 
combined reach of posts promoting Business of Biotech 2020 on social media platforms was 
over 71,000.  
 
A news release on the Business of Biotech 2020 was distributed to 69 local, regional and state 
journalists who cover the biomedical and healthcare industries. Journalists were contacted with 
a media advisory reminding them about the event. The conference was also attended by 
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journalists from the Tampa Bay Times. The event was shared on nine local community 
calendars, including the Associated Press Daybook and the Tampa Chamber. 
 
Moffitt has also partnered with the business magazine, Florida Trend to provide free 
subscriptions of the publication to individuals in the conference’s target demographics, such as 
investors and entrepreneurs. Attendees wrote glowing comments on conference evaluations 
such as: “The Business of Biotech committee delivered another exceptional program….looking 
forward to next year!” “The keynote was excellent.” “I would highly recommend this event.”  
 

4. Economic Development Impact:  Describe how the event demonstrates a well-thought 

out idea and model that has the potential to be sustainable and generate economic 

development; creates permanent local jobs and potential for sustained economic 

impact and growth; generates local business; adds value to the local economy. 

At the Business of Biotech 2021 conference, sponsors will be given virtual booth space to 

network and bring awareness to a broad audience.  Networking amongst capital, researchers, 

and talent generates new business opportunities and jobs. For example, in 2014, a chance 

meeting at the conference between Moffitt scientists and the global biopharmaceutical 

company Celgene led to the most significant commercialization opportunity in Moffitt’s history 

and increased hiring of scientists at Moffitt. Moffitt and Celgene recently expanded their muti-

year relationship resulting in three new license agreements. These strategic alliances expose 

global companies to the Tampa Bay community, which increases hotel room occupancy in the 

short and long term and increases jobs and collaborations in the long term. Implemented at the 

2017 conference and met with success, this year we will continue to offer time dedicated to 

networking, to facilitate collaboration among attendees. 

Quality of Team:  Describe the qualifications, track record and ability of the applicant and 

professionals composing the event team to successfully execute the event.   

Business of Biotech, in its inception, was organized by a team of one and now has a Planning 

Council consisting of Conference Co-Chairs, an Event Coordinator, and chairs of seventeen 

committees (Partnering Forum; Planning Council Chair, Special Assistant to Chair, Government 

Relations; Sponsorship; Logistics; Programming; Volunteers; Public Relations; Digital Platform; 

Strategic Marketing and Virtual Tours). The Organizational Committee includes experts in law, 

public relations and marketing, government relations, economic development, finance, and 

science. Office interns gain valuable skills in event planning, and partner scheduling. 

Planning for this event begins 12 months prior with a team of Moffitt employees as well as 

members of local economic development agencies and biomedical experts. Monthly meetings 

follow the same agenda with each committee chair reporting on their progress from month to 
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month. A task list is refined each year to include new and improved processes and passed on to 

the new committee chair prior to the acceptance of the seat.   
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